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CONPIDENTIAL NAIROBI 3092 
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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, KE 

SUBJECT: MOI CHALLENGED POR KANU VICE PRESIDENCY 
REF: (A) NAIROBI 2821, (B) NAIROBI 2829 

1. SUMMARY: AT PRESS CONPERENCE APTERNOON OF MARCH 8 
MINISTER FOR EDUCATION TAAITA ARAP TOWEETT ANNOUNCED HIS 
CANDIDACY POR KANU VICE PRESIDENCY IN NATIONAL PARTY 
ELECTION SCHEDULED FOR APRIL 3. ALTHOUGH MOI HAS NOT YET 
OPFICIALLY DECLARED HIS CANDIDACY POR NUMBER 2 PARTY 
POSITION, TOWEETT CLEARLY HAS BEEN PUT PORWARD BY KIKUYU- 
LED GROUP TO CHALLENGE MOI DIRECTLY. END SUMMARY. 

2. PLANKED BY MPS KIHIKA KIMANI, (WHO TOUCHED OPF THE 
"CHANGE THE CONSTITUTION" CAMPAIGN WITH FIERY SPEECH AT 
CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 
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NAKURU LAST SEPTEMBER) GEORGE ANYONA, AND 3 OTHERS, 

TOWEETT ATTACKED INCUMBENT KANU LEADERSHIP, SPECIFIC AT .LY 
ACTING SECGEN MATANO, FOR FLOUTING ESTABLISHED PARTY 
CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS AND PROCEDURES. HE VOICED 
CONPIDENCE THAT HE WOULD BE ELECTED. 

3. COMMENT: TOWEETT IS A KIPSIGIS, ONE OP KALENJIN 
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GROUP OF TRIBES. BY PUTTING HIM UP TO CHALLENGE MOI 
(ALSO A KALENJIN), MOTS ADVERSARIES AVOID POTENTIALLY 
DIVISIVE CRITICISM FOR ATTEMPTING TO DISPLACE KALENJIN 
GROUP FROM LEADERSHIP CIRCLE. ON OTHER HAND, TOWEETT 
HIMSELE IS EOT A MAJOR POLITICAL EIGURE. HE WAS DE- 
EEATED IN RECENT ELECTION EOR CHAIRMAN OE KERICHO BRANCH 
OE KANU BY RELATIVE UNKNOWN WHO IS SYXPATHETIC TO MOI. 
CONSEQUENTLY, MOST OBSERVERS DO NOT NOW RELIEVE TOWEETT 
CAN DEEEAT MOI, ALTHOUGH SHIETING ALLIANCES OR OTHER 
DEVELOPMENTS COULD ALTER CALCULATIONS BEEORE APRIL 3. 

4. ONE OE POINTS MADE BY TOWEETT AT PRESS CONEERENCE 
WAS THAT ELECTION DATE HAD BEEN SET WITHOUT REEERENCE 
TO PREPARATORY MEETING OE KANU NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COM- 
MITTEE AND NATIONAL GOVERNING COUNCIL AS REQUIRED BY 
PARTY CONSTITUTION. TOWEETT SAID HE WAS STILL TRYING 
TO GET ELECTION DATE POSTPONOD,MAS UNDERDOG AND NEW- 
COMER, MORE TIME TO CAMPAIGN WOULD BE BENEEICIAL TO HIM. 
EURTHERMORE, HIS GROUP IS STILL HOPING THAT HIGH COURT 
WILL INVALIDATE SIAYA BRANRH ELECTIONS (REF B), WHICH 
MIGHTPERMIT LUO ALLY OGINGA ODINGA TO PLAY IMPORTANT 
ROLE IN ELECTION MANEUVERING. AS MATTERS NOW STAND, 

HIGH COURT MAY NOT ISSUE DECISION BY APRIL 3. 

MARSHALL 
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